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The title of this study “The Analysis of Readability Level of Texts English on Sky 
2 Kurikulum 2013 Revisi for the Eighth Grade Students of SMP N 3 Pringsewu 
Published by Erlangga” is taken because predicting readability level of reading 
texts can help the teachers to match the texts with students grade. The appropriate 
reading text is expected to ease the students in comprehending the material. 
The purpose of this study is to know the readability level of reading texts in 
English language textbooks used by the eighth grade student in the academic year 
of 2019/2020. This research used descriptive qualitative research. The reading 
texts were taken from English language textbooks “English on sky 2 Kurikulum 
2013 Revisi“ for Eighth Grade Student of Junior High School Published by 
Erlangga. Twelve reading texts are selected as research population. All of selected 
texts were analyzed using Flesch Reading Ease formula. 
 The Flesch Reading Ease Formula show the texts are easy with score 33,3%. It 
means that the reading texts are too easy for eighth grade students. However, the 
questionnaire found that the reading texts in “English on Sky 2 Kurikulum 2013 
Revisi” are difficult to read by the respondents. In short, the result between Flesch 
Reading Ease Formula calculation is different with student‟s opinion as the book 
user. Therefore, the teacher should give more guidance in reading session. 
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A. Background of the Problem 
Curriculum had to be implemented in line with need analysis to 
maintain learning and teaching process. As stated by Richard, educational 
program should be based on analysis of learners‟ needs as one of 
fundamental assumption of curriculum development.
2
 It focused on 
determining knowledge, skill, and value that learned by students in school. 
The students had to be provided with learning experience, teaching and 
learning process in school or educational program that are required in the 
curriculum.  
The government of Indonesia had arranged curriculum used in 
teaching and learning process at school. There were some curricula that 
had been implemented. They were Competency-based Curriculum 
(Kurikulum Berbasis Kompetensi/KBK), School-based Curriculum 
(Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendidikan/KTSP), and 2013 Curriculum 
(Kurikulum 2013). Nowadays, the Curriculum 2013 is a curriculum used 
by most of schools in Indonesia.  
In teaching and learning which 2013 curriculum used, there are 
kinds of media instruction in teaching learning process such as textbook, 
PowerPoint presentation, video, etc. Textbook is one of media instruction 
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used in many schools and facilitating sequences of learning 
activities.According to Yulianti, a textbook is an instructional material that 
consists of content and material of the subject that is well organized in 
written form and has a great contribution in the teaching and learning 
process.
3
 In addition, there are four skills that should be integrated in the 
textbook based on 2013 curriculum and one of them is reading skill. By 
reading, the students can develop their ability and understand the reading 
material. It means that textbook was a book organized in written form that 
contains materials of each subject. 
Reading is one of English skill that is very important. Reading 
activity requires contraption to comprehend each sentence. According to 
Harmer, reading is an incredibly active occupation.
4
 In other words, 
reading is receptive skill. When we read, we receive some information 
from text. Reading is one of the skills that must be achieved by students in 
English learning. 
Brown states that reading comprehension is primarily a matter of 
developing appropriate, efficient comprehension strategies. On the other 
hand, reading ability will be best developed in four skills such as writing, 
listening, and speaking activity.
5
 From these four skills, reading has an 
important portion in teaching and learning process.  
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Reading is one of the skills that are highly associated the reader to 
the textbook because it was one of the receptive skills. One of the methods 
to help the teacher choosing appropriate reading material for thestudents 
was by considering and analyzing the readability of reading material found 
in the textbook. According to Anne, English language learners require 
special considerations because English language text might contain 
unfamiliar words or difficult academic vocabulary.
6
 The reading text 
(provided) in the textbook should be suitable with student‟s level.  
Readability is what makes some texts easier to read than others. 
Readability is a term used to determine the ease with which people read 
and understand a particular text.
7
 Readability is influenced complex 
factors because involves reader interest, typical of text, levels of reader, 
easy word, the short of sentences and simple grammatical. Readability 
may help the learners comprehend how much of the idea and the language 
presented in the text. This condition could be a success parameter in the 
reading activity. By analyzing the readability level of the texts, the teacher 
can predict whether the text is difficult, plain or easy for his students, 
actually, there are some ways measuring the readability level of the text. 
Based on preliminary research on 9 December 2019 done by 
researcher at eighth grade at SMP N 3 Pringsewu. In the preliminary 
research, the data was taken by interviewing to the English Teacher 
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namely Mr Slamet Bowo
8
 and by distributing questionnaire for students 
and the data of reading comprehension score was collected as well. 
Based on interview with the English Teacher at SMP N 3 
Pringsewu, Mr Slamet Bowo.The researcher asked about the textbook 
used in his class. He usually used textbook entitled “English on Sky 2” 
Kurikulum 2013 Revisi. He said that the students faced some difficulties 
in comprehending some reading texts in the textbook and the reading texts 
on the textbook are difficult to be understood by students. Then, some 
texts are too long, so they felt bored to read it. They often have difficulty 
in understanding vocabulary and difficulty in fluency in English reading 
text. Not only interview with the English teacher but also the researcher 
uses questionnaire. In the questionnaire, there are ten questions, these 
problem among others: (1) students said that they did not like study 
English subject. They thought English was very hard to be learnt because 
sometimes they cannot understand what the teacher said when using 
English in the classroom; (2) the result form questionnaire above was 
some students still get difficulties to comprehend reading text.  
Related to preliminary research, the researcher found that some 
students have low score in reading. The students‟ score can be seen in 
Table 1.1 
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Percentage of Students’ Reading Scores at Eighth Grade of 
Junior High School 3 Pringsewu in Academic Year of 2019/2020 
No Classes 
Students’ Score 
Number of Students 
<74 ≥74 
1 VIII 1 22 13 35 
2 VIII 2 23 11 34 
3 VIII 3 25 9 34 
4 VIII 4 22 10 32 
5 VIII 5 22 8 30 
6 VIII 6 24 7 31 
7 VIII 7 22 9 31 
8 VIII 8 22 6 28 
Total 182 73 255 
Percentage 71% 29% 100% 
Source : The data of English teacher of SMP N 3 Pringsewu 
Based on the data obtained, from 255 students, only 73 (29%) of 
students that qualify from the KKM (Kriteria Minimum Materi) score 
were able to get score above the criteria and 182 (71%) of students that 
qualify from the KKM (Kriteria Minimum Mastery) score got under 
criteria. It means that many students have low reading score in learning 
process. There were many reasons why their reading skill is poor based on 
the data from interview with English Teacher and questionnaire spread to 
students. Several previous researches are relevant to this research as 
follow: 
To conduct this study, the researcher took several other studies. 
The first is from Kurnia, 2011 discussed about “The Readability level of 
reading text in English textbook entitled “Linked to the World 1 English 
for Senior High School Grade X” first and second semester published by 
Yudhistira”. This previous study has similar problem, that is whether the 





with their grade or not. In addition, she used Flesch Reading Ease formula 
to analyze data. The result of this study shows that from six texts analyzed 
in the textbook there are two texts categorized into fairly easy with 
Reading Ease Score 78.05 and 76.84. One text categorized into standard 
with Reading Ease Score 66.22, two texts categorized difficult with 
Reading Ease Score 35.01 and 36.64, one texts categorized into fairly 
difficult with Reading Ease Score 57.84, and one text categorized into 
very difficult with Reading Ease Score 16.85. Based on the result above 




The second one is Afrizal, 2011 with his research entitled “The 
Readability of Reading Passages in English Textbook of “Contextual 
Learning” Published by Grafindo Media Pratama: A Case Study at the 
Eleventh Grade of SMA Negeri 9 Tangerang Selatan in the Academic 
Year of 2011/2012”. He used the descriptive analysis method to explain, 
describe, and measure the readability level of the reading texts by the 
students. The instruments of his study are the Flesch Reading Ease 
Formula and the Cloze Test Procedure. Based on the result of the Cloze 
Test Procedure from five reading texts are: text 1 is 60%. Text 2 is 
50.85%, text 3 is 71.83%, text 4 is 49.50%, and the text 5 is 49.33%. So, 
the researcher concluded that the students can understand the texts and the 
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The third is Hidayat, 2015 with his research entitled “The 
Readability Level of Reading Texts in the English Textbook Entitled 
“Bahasa Inggris SMA/MA/MAK” For Grade XI Semester 1 Published by 
the Ministry of Education and Culture of Indonesia”. This previous 
research also has similar problem with the first previous research, that is 
whether the text of the textbook used by the students is appropriate in 
readability level with their grade or not. Moreover, this study was 
qualitative descriptive and the writer used Flesch Reading Ease formula to 
find out the readability of reading text in the textbook. There are five 
reading texts in the textbook. The results of this study are one text in Easy 
level, Reading Ease Score 82.94, two texts in Fairly Easy level, Reading 
Ease Score 71.06 and 76.48, one text in Standard level, Reading Ease 
Score 61.83 and one text in Fairly Difficult Reading Ease Score 
54.70.There is only one text appropriate with grade level.
11
 
Related to previous researches have been mentioned, there is a 
similarity in topic such as an analysis of readability level of reading text. 
Besides, the differentiations between the previous researches with the 
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current research are the use of the textbook and the technique being 
analyzed. In the previous researches, the textbook that were used from 
Yudhistira, Grafindo Media Pratama and Ministry of Education and 
Culture of Indonesia. Meanwhile in this research, the researcher chose 
English textbook published by Erlangga. Then, the technique analyzed 
from the previous researches used Flesch Reading Ease Formula and 
Cloze Test Procedure. Meanwhile in this research, the researcher will use 
Flesch Reading Ease Formula. In addition, the researcher concludes that 
related to the previous researches the reading texts in the textbook that is 
used for teaching and learning process sometimes are not suitable for the 
students‟ level. Therefore, the teachers should be aware before giving the 
reading material and make sure it is readable or not for students. 
According to the background above, the researcher wanted to know 
whether the text of the textbook used by the eighth grade students of SMP 
N 3 Pringsewu is appropriate in readability level with their grade or not. 
Therefore, the title of this research is “The Analysis of Readability Level 
of Texts English on Sky 2 (Kurikulum 2013 Revisi) Published by 
Erlangga. This research is not going to test whether certain textbook is 
good or bad, but the most important thing from this research is the 








B. Identification of the Problem 
Based on the results of the interviews with the English teachers in 
eighth grade of Junior High Schools, the researcher found that there were 
some difficulties that faced by the students in comprehending reading texts 
in the textbook used in the teaching and learning process in those schools. 
So that in this research, the researcher focused on analyzing the readability 
level using Flesch Reading Ease Formula of selected reading texts on 
“English on Sky 2 Kurikulum 2013 Revisi” for eighth grade of Junior 
High School published by Erlangga. 
C. Limitation of the Problem 
Based on the identification of the problem the researcher focused  
on the subject matter in analyzing the readability level of the selected 
reading texts on English textbook used by the eighth grade students of 
SMP N 3 Pringsewu. The researcher took the underlying theory that used 
to analyze data from a theory statistical readability formula Flesch 
Reading Ease Formula. 
D. Formulation of the Problem  
Based on limitation of the problem above, the researcher 
formulated the problem: 
How is the readability level of reading texts in English on Sky 2 







E. Objective of the Research  
The objective of this research was to know the readability level of 
the reading texts on English textbook “English on sky 2” for the eighth 
grade students of SMP N 3 Pringsewu. In this research, the researcher will 
analyze the readability on the reading texts. 
F. Significances of the Research 
The result of the research is expected to give contributions to the 
teachers, the students, and the future researcher both theoretically and 
pearctically. 
1. Theoretically  
This research is expected to give theoretical significance in terms of 
new findings on the integration of readability level in English 
textbooks. Other than that, it is expected that this research can serve as 
a framework, reference, and guidance for the future related research 
studies. 
2. Practically  
a. For the English Teachers  
This research was expected to give information in choosing the 
appropriate English textbook that will be used for their students and 








b. For the students of Grade VIII of Junior High School 
This research was expected to make the students read the text 
became easily, more interesting and understand because they can 
find the text based on their grade level. 
c. For principals, supervisors, and head of education 
For principals, supervisor, and head of education, they should make 
a consideration about the textbook being used in schools. They also 
should pay attention to the circulation of textbooks used in schools. 
d. English textbook writers 
This research study is hoped to be able to give some insight for the 
textbook writers to take into account the readability level in 
developing the textbooks. 
e. Government 
For the government, particularly the Ministry of National 
Education, this research can be used as a consideration to create 
such a policy in developing the textbook. 
f. For the other researchers who will conduct the relevant study 
This research can be used as a source of information for other 









G. Scope of the Research 
1. Subject of the Research 
Subject of the research was an English book on titled “English on Sky 
2 for Junior High School Grade VIII” published by Erlangga Standard 
Competence Kurikulum 2013. 
2. Object of Research 
Object of this research is to find out the readability of the reading texts 
in the English textbook used by the eighth grade students. 
3. Place of the Research 
The research conducted at SMP N 3 Pringsewu. 
4. Time of the Research 
In this research, the researcher analyzed the whole reading text 
material for one year teaching in the English textbook entitled 
“English on Sky 2” Kurikulum 2013 Revisi that conducted in the 
second semester of the eighth grade junior high school in academic 
year of 2019/2020 
CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
 
 
A. Reading  
1. Definition of Reading 
There are some definitions of reading. Reading was clearly an 
important skill because by reading the readers got a lot of information and 
learning something from the written material. Some linguist defines 
reading to many definitions. As stated by Andrew that reading is the 
practice of using text to create meaning. Consequently reading is doing 
something regularly related to the text to get the meaning.
1
It means 
reading is the process of getting meaning from the texts. 
To be a successful reader, one might comprehend or understand the 
information in written materials. According to Harmer, reading is an 
incredibly active occupation. To do it successfully, we have to understand 
what the words means.
2
Moreover, Urquhart in Grabe states that reading is 
the process of receiving and interpreting information encoded in language 
from via the medium of print.
3
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Reading is an interactive process. Because reading combined 
cognitive, process working together as the same time. This pattern of 
parallel interaction is essential to fluent reading. Reading is an interaction 
between the readers to understand in certain ways. The reader also brought 
a wide range of background knowledge to reading, and she or he actively 
constructed the meaning of the text by comprehending what the writer 
intended and by interpreting it in term of the background knowledge 
activated by the reader. 
From the definition above, the researcher concludes that the 
reading was the process of receiving and interpreting the meaning and 
information encoded in language from via printed medium. 
2. Reading Comprehension 
Reading comprehension is the process of constructing meaning 
involving the written language by interpreting textual information in the 
light of prior knowledge and experiences using appropriate and efficient 
comprehension strategies.
4 
The process of constructing meaning is the 
process in which the reader combines their prior knowledge with the 
additional information from a text, draw the meaning of words, and 
connect it to reach the clear understanding of the writer text.
5
 It means that 
reading comprehension was the process building a meaning and 
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interpreting textual information that was the reader used their prior 
knowledge to reach clear the understanding of written form. 
Moreover, according to Woolley, reading comprehension is the 
process of making meaning from text. The goal is to gain an overall 
understanding of what is describe in the text rather than to obtain meaning 
from isolated words or sentences.
6
 It means that the reading 
comprehension was the process in which the reader tried to understand the 
content of the text. 
In addition, Gilakjani defines reading comprehension as the process 
of creating meaning from text. The purpose is to get an understanding of 
the text rather than to acquire meaning from individual words or sentences. 
The outcome of reading comprehension is the mental representation of a 
tet meaning that is combined with the readers‟ previous knowledge.
7
 
From the definition above, reading comprehension can be defined 
as the process in which the readers construct meaning from a text 
connected to the background knowledge they had to get the clear 
understanding of the writer‟s message. In this process, the reader used the 
prior knowledge about the topic, language structure, and text structure to 
understand the writer‟s message. In the process of understanding the 
message that stated or unstated in the text, the reader also needed to use 
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various strategies such as predicting, clarifying, and confirming. Those 
were all strategies used by the reader for the negotiation of meaning. 
B. Text 
1. Definition of Text 
According to Siahaan and Shinoda, text is meaning linguistic unit 
in context. The meaning of text here referred to either linguistic 
content(the linguistic unit before and after a text) or non linguistic context 
(outside a text). A text is both a spoken text and a written text.
8
 
A spoken text was any meaning spoken text. It could be a word, 
phrase, sentence or discourse. A spoken discourse can be monologue, 
dialogue or conversation. It can be a song, poetry, drama, lecture, etc. 
Moreover, a written text is any meaningful written text. It could be a 
notice direction, advertisement, paragraph, essay, article, book, etc. A text 
refers to any meaningful short or long spoken or written text. 
According to Gerot and Wignell, a text is defined as the result of 
some words which are put together to communicate a meaning. 
Unconsciously, when someone speaks or writes to communicate a 
message, he is constructing a text. When someone reads or listens to a 
piece of text, he is interpreting its meaning.
9
 Creating a text requires us to 
make choices about the words we use and how we put them together. Our 
choice of words will depend on our purpose and our surroundings context 
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Based on explanation above the researcher concludes that the text 
is a unit meaningful linguistic which coherent and appropriate in a context. 
It can be a word, phrase, a sentence, or a discourse. In addition, text was 
meaningful spoken or written words to communicate the meaning, and the 
term of text. In this study was belong to reading text (written words) the 
printed material on the textbook which is used in the process of teaching 
and learning. 
2. Type of Text 
There are various kinds of text. It is very important for either the 
teacher or students to know about these kinds of text because it can help 
them to understand about the purpose of texts. Text are divide into several 
type, they are narrative, recount, descriptive, report, procedure text, 
explanation text, discussion text, analytical exposition, news item, 
anecdote, reviews and spoof.
10
 
a. Narrative Text 
Narrative text is a text to amuse or entertain the readers and to tell a story 
and always use simple past tense. The generic structures of narrative text 
are orientations, complication, resolution, and reorientation. 
b. Recount Text 
Recount text is a text to retell something that happened in the past and to 
tell a series of past event. The generic structures of recount text are 
orientation, event, and reorientation. 







c. Descriptive Text 
Descriptive text is a text to describe a particular person, place, or thing in 
detail, the generic structures of descriptive text are identification, 
description.  
d. Procedure Text 
Procedure text is atext to help readers to do or make something 
completely. The generic structures are goal/aim, materials/equipment, and 
step/method. 
e. Report Text 
Report text is a text presents information about something, as it is. The 
generic structures are general classification, description. 
f. Explanation Text 
Explanation is a fundamental language function for understanding the 
world and how it operates. Explanation tells how and why things occur in 
scientific and technical fields. Explanation is used across the curriculum. 
However, it tends to be predominant as written texts in science, technology 
and social science subjects. The social function of explanation text is to 
explain the processes involved in the formation workings of natural or 
sociocultural phenomena. The structures of explanation text are general 








g. Discussion Text  
Discussion is used to look at more than one side of an issue. Discussion 
allows us to explore various perspectives before coming to an informed 
decision. The social function of this text is to present (at least) two points 
of view about an issue. The structure of discussion text are, issue it 
contains statement and preview of the issue, arguments for and against, 
recommendations or conclusion. 
h. Analytical Exposition Text 
Exposition is used to argue a case for or against a particular position or 
point of view. The social function of this text is to persuade the reader or 
listener that something is the case. The structures of analytical exposition 
text are, thesis, it contains position and preview, argument. It contains 
point and elaboration, reiteration. 
i. News Item 
News item is the text that contains information or facts about events. The 
social function of this text is to inform readers, listeners or viewers about 
events of the day that are considered newsworthy or important. The 
structures of news item are newsworthy event, background of event, and 
sources. 
j. Anecdote Text 
Anecdote is used to share with others an account of an unusual or amusing 
incident. The structure of anecdote text are, abstract, orientation, crisis, 






Reviews are used to critique an art work, event for public audience. Such 
works of art include movies, TV shows, books, plays, operas, recordings, 
exhibitions, concerts and ballets. The structure of reviews are orientation, 
interpretive recount, evaluation, evaluative. 
l. Spoof  
Spoof is like recount, but the ending is usually funny. The social functions 
of spoof are orientation, event(s), and twist. 
The text types include procedure, descriptive, recount, narrative, and 
report. Those are the text types that have to be learnt by the students of 
eighth grade based on standard competencies curriculum 13 (Kurikulum 
2013). Those types of text are also written in the textbook. 
C. Textbook 
1. Definition of Textbook 
Richards said thattextbooks are perhaps the commonest form of 
teaching materials in language teaching.
11
In language program, textbook 
used in different ways. For example, a reading textbook might be the basis 
for a course on reading skills. It provided both asset of reading texts and 
exercises for skills practice. A writing textbook might provide model 
composition and a list of topics for students to practice their writing. A 
grammar textbook might serve as a reference book and provide examples 
as well as exercises to develop grammatical knowledge. A speaking 
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textbook might provide passages for students to read and discuss; as a 
result they can practice their speaking. A listening textbook together with 
audio cassettes or CDs might serve as the primary listening input in a 
listening course. 
Textbook was considered as the primary instructional resources in 
school. It played an important role in educational programs, it still use 
dominantly in teaching learning process. Moreover, the term of textbook, 
is not only as a course book but also as a set of teaching and learning 
guidelines. According to Pope in Karen Bargate‟s paper, a textbook is a 




Additionally, Kolahi and Shirvani define thattextbook was the core 
learning composed of text/images designed to bring about a specific set of 
educational outcome; traditionally a printed and bound book including 
illustrations and instructions for facilitating sequences of learning 
activities.
13
 As we found textbook that we usually saw or used, it was a 
printed book that consists of materials with instructions/illustrations that 
was designed based on the sequence of learning activities. Textbook was 
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intended to be used as one of learning facilitations and to make a specific 
educational outcome. 
From those definitions, the researcher concluded that textbook was 
a coherent body consisting of some materials in form of printed text and/or 
images that was used as an instructional material in the teaching and 
learning process. 
2. The Concept of Textbook 
Many schools use the textbook as the main media in teaching and 
learning. Textbook was the printed material that student and teacher can 
bring easily. In some region in Indonesia, it was cheaper sources using a 
tablet or other resources. Sometimes, it was side by side with CD to 
support the content in the textbook. 
Teacher as the role model in the class has to decide which textbook 
is appropriate for students. Because of selecting textbook involves 
matching the material in the textbook with the current curriculum in the 
school. There were not a best textbook but at least teacher can find the 
better textbook based on the aim of their teaching process.
14
 
3. The Role of Textbook in English Language Teaching (ELT) 
According to Ravitch and Valverde et.al, In Okeeffe‟s paper, 
textbooks are vitally important, they play a significant role in shaping 
teachers‟, students‟ and families‟ views of school subjects.
15
 Horsley and 
                                                             
14
Alan Cunningsworth, Choosing your Textbook, (Oxford: Macmillan Henimann, 1995), 
p. 73. 
15
Lisa Okeeffe,  A Framework of Textbook Analysis, Int. Rev. Cont. Lear. Res. 2, No. 1, 





Laws claim that notion of teachers not using textbooks effectively cannot 
be correct if there are good textbooks in place. It means that textbook 
plays an important role.
16
 
The role of textbook varies greatly form classroom to classroom 
and teacher to teacher. However, Gelfman, Podstrigich, and Losinskaya in 
Okeeffee‟s paper provide a basic outline for the intermediary role of the 
textbook: 
a. To teach and encourage students to construct new knowledge, 
b. To balance detail and precision for information, 
c. To provide logical and consistent mathematical system, 
d. To bring about new questions, 
e. To provide students with active, creative, many sided information.17 
From the explanation above the researcher concluded that textbook 
became a crucial and main sources to the teachers in teaching English 
language, because textbook provided the material and content of the 
lessons to their students. The textbook also can guide the teacher because 
it provided the ideas on how to plan and teach lessons as well as formats 
that teachers can use. 
4. The advantages of Textbook 
Textbook had a lot of advantages that we can get from using it. 
According to Graves, the advantages of using textbook are: 
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1. It provides a syllabus for the course because the authors of the syllabus 
have made decision about what will be learned and in what order 
2. It provides security for the students because they have a kind of road 
map of the course: they know what to expect and they know what is 
expected from them. 
3. It provides a set of visuals activities, readings, etc., and so saves the 
teacher time in finding or developing such materials. 
4. It provides teachers with a basis for assessing students‟ learning. Some 
textbooks include tests or evaluation tools. 
5. It may include supporting materials teacher‟s guide, cd, worksheets, 
and video. 
6. It provides consistency within a program across a given level, if all 
teachers use the same textbook. If textbooks follow a sequence, as 




From the explanations mentioned above, it can be said that 
textbook helped the teacher in giving materials needed by students because 
it provides a set of visuals, activities, and readings. It also provided test to 
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5. Disadvantages of Textbook 
Besides the advantages mentioned above, textbook also had some 
disadvantages. Richards also mentions the negative effects or the 
disadvantages of textbook. They are: 
a. Textbook may contain inauthentic language 
b. Textbook may distort contain 
c. Textbook may not reflect students‟ needs 
d. Textbook can deskill teacher 
e. Textbook is expensive.19 
In order to reduce the disadvantages of the textbook, the teachers had 
to be creative and understand about the text that used appropriate for 
students‟ level. Actually, the main role in the teaching and learning 
process in the class was not only a textbook but also the teacher. 
Therefore, teachers had to be innovative when they find that the textbook 
is not appropriate for their students. 
D. Curriculum 2013  
1. Understanding of Curriculum 2013 
Law number 20 Year 2003 regarding National Education System 
mentions that the curriculum is a set plans and arrangements concerning 
objectives, content, and learning materials as well as how it is used as 
implementation guidelines learning activities to achieve specific 
educational goals.Based on this understanding, there are two dimensions 
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of the curriculum. The first is the plan and the arrangements regarding the 
purpose the context, and lesson material, while the second is the way that 
used for learning activities.
20
 
The 2013 curriculum is designed by the following characteristics: 
a. Developing a balance between the development of spiritual and social 
attitudes, curiosity, creativity, cooperation with intellectual and 
psychomotor abilities; 
b. Schools are part of the community that provides a planned learning 
experience where learners apply what is learned in social to 
community utilize community as a learning resource; 
c. Developing attitudes, knowledge, and skills as well apply them in 
school and community situations; 
d. Allow sufficient time to develop attitudes, knowledge, and skill; 
e. Competence expressed in the form of care competencies of that class 
further detailed in the basic competencies of the lesson; 
f. Class core competence becomes the organizing elements of basic 
competence, where all basic competencies and learning processes are 
developed to achieve competencies expressed in core competencies; 
g. Basic competencies are developed based on accumulative principles, 
reinforced and enriched among education and educational level 
(horizontal and vertical organization). 
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The 2013 curriculum aims to prepare Indonesians in order to have the 
ability to live as individuals and citizens who are faithful, productive, 
creative, innovative, and affective and capable contribute to the life of 
society, nation, state, and world civilization.
21
 
2. Structure of 2013 Curriculum 
a. Core Competencies  
The core competencies designed along with the increasing age of 
the students in a particular class. Through core competence, vertical 
integration various basic competencies in different classes can be 
maintained. The core competencies in the 2013 curriculum represent the 
level of ability to achieve the graduate competency standards that a learner 
must perform at each grade level.
22
 The core competency formula uses the 
following notation: 
1. Core competence-1 (KI-1) for the core competencies of spiritual 
attitudes; 
2. Core competence (KI-2) for the core competencies of social attitudes; 
3. Core competence (KI-3) for core knowledge competencies; and  
4. Core competence (KI-4) for core competency skills.23 
b. Learning Expenses 
The learning load was the whole activity that the learner should 
follow in one week, one semester, and one year of learning. 
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1. The burden of studying in Junior High school is expressed in hours of 
learning per week. 
2. The one-week study load of Class VII, VIII, and IX is 38 learning 
hours. The duration of each learning hours is 40 minutes. 
3. Study load in class VII, VIII and IX  in a semester for at least 18 
weeks and at most 20 weeks. 
4. Loads of study in a lesson year of at least 36 weeks and at most 40 
weeks. Each educational unit may add hours of study per week based 
on consideration of learners‟ learning needs and/or academic, social, 
cultural, and other important needs.
24
 
c. Basic Competencies 
Basic competencies formulated to achieve core competencies. The 
basic competency formulation is developed by taking into account the 
characteristics of learners, initial skills, and the characteristics of a lesson. 
Basic competencies divided into four groups according to the grouping of 
core competencies as follows: 
1.  Group 1: basic competence group of spiritual attitude in order to 
describe KI-1; 
2. Group 2: basic competence group of social attitudes in order to 
describe KI-2; 
3. Group 3: basic knowledge competence group in order to describe KI-
3; 
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4. Group 4: skill base skills group in order to describe KI-4. 
D. Readability  
1. Definition of Readability 
Readability is a term use to determine the ease with which people 
read and understand a particular text.
25
 Since readability could determine 
the achievement of the goal in teaching reading of a text differently. 
Actually, readability was not only determined by the length of the passage 
or the length of the words, but it is also determined by how interestingly 
and attractively the text is written. Woods, et.al., also define that the 
readability of text was investigated to measure the writing complexity and 




Furthermore, DuBay defines that Readability is what makes some 
texts easier to read and understand than others. It means that the term 




According to Klare in Anagnostou and Weir,readability is the ease 
of understanding or comprehension due to style writing. This the 
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From some concepts above, the readability was how much of the 
idea and the language presented in an extended reading. The readability 
also measure of how well and how easily a text conveyed the meaning to 
reader from a text. 
2. Readability Factors  
As a parameter of written language, many factors influenced the 
readability. According to Pikulski, the readability is complex and not a 
simple, precise measure is reflected in a statement from the Board of 
Directors of the International Reading Association.
30
 Many factors enter 
into determining the readability of materials, including the syntactic 
complexity of sentences, density of concepts, abstractness of ideas, text 
organization, coherence and sequence of ideas, page format, length of type 
line, length of paragraphs, intricacy of punctuation, and the use of 
illustrations and color. In addition, research has shown that the students‟ 
interest in the subject-matter plays a significant role in determining the 
readability of materials.  
From the explanation above, it can be known that the term of 
readability was not simple but complex, not only refer to a reading 
material but also included the reader interest. The same text might be very 
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easy for one reader yet extraordinarily difficult to another. Because the 
prior knowledge will greatly influence how well a reader could understand 
text dealing with particular topic. Meanwhile experts elaborated the factors 
that influenced the readability. 
According to Gray and Larry identified more than 200 variables 
that affect readability, and group these into four categories: 
1. Content (judge most significant) 
2. Style (slight less significant) 
3. Format (third in significance) 
4. Features of organization (least significant).
31
 
Their research showed that the most important of these categories 
were content and writing style, followed by format and features of 
organization. A significant finding is that of the four categories, only style 
– and variables related to it could be measured statistically.
32
 The expert 
consequently characterized 64 variables related to reading difficulty and 
used correlation coefficients to identify the best readability indicators. The 
factors with greatest impact were the following. 
1. Average sentence length in words 
2. Percentage of easy words 
3. Number of words not known to 90% of sixth-grade students 
4. Number of “easy” words 
5. Number of different “hard” words 









6. Minimum syllabic sentence length 
7. Number of explicit sentences 
8. Number of first, second, and third-person pronouns 
9. Maximum syllabic sentence length 
10. Average sentence length in syllables 
11. Percentage of monosyllables 
12. Number of sentences per paragraph 
13. Percentage of different words not known to 90% of sixth-grade    
students 
14. Number of simple sentences 
15. Percentage of different words 
16. Percentage of polysyllables 
17. Number of prepositional phrases. 
3. Methods in Readability Assessment 
In assessing readability, some methods can be applied. Teachers 
who want to select appropriate text for the students in the process of 
teaching and learning reading could use any kind of method depended on 
their beliefs. The purpose of readability assessment was to help someone 
in knowing the readability level of text for certain reader.  
4. Readability Formula 
One common approach to predict the readability was using 





tool for predicting the difficulty of text.
32
 Readability formulas measured 
certain textual characteristics that are quantifiable. Such as characteristics 
are usually described as “semantic” and if they concern the words used 
and “syntactic” if they have to do with the length or structure of sentences.  
According to Haris and Hodges, readability formula are any of a 
number of objective methods of estimating or predicting the difficulty 
level of reading material by analyzing the sample from them with result 
usually expressed as a reading grade level.
24
 Principally, readability 
formula was an instrument to estimate the difficulty level in understanding 
reading text. Amount of difficult words, amount of words in a sentence 
and the length of sentences got the readability score based on this formula 
in the reading text. The part of readability formulas are mentioned as 
bellow: 
a. Flesch Reading Ease formula 
The Flesch Reading Ease Formula is a simple approach to assess 
the grade-level of the reader. It‟s also one of the few accurate measures 
around that we can rely on without too much scrutiny. This formula is best 
used on school text. It has since become a standard readability formula 
used by many US Government Agencies, including the US Department of 
Defense. However, primarily, we used the formula to assess the difficulty 
of a reading passage written in English. 
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Flesch creates Flesch  reading Ease formula. A statistical 
readability formula analyzed the readability level through the numbers of 
syllables, words and sentences. Chall in Dubay‟s book stated that the most 
popular formula and the most tested and reliable.
33
 
The Flesch Readability Formula has advantages. The first, they are 
very convenient, because Microsoft Word was so widely used, these 
readability formulas are available to many people. With digital scanners 
that can copy the text into a file, user can avoid typing text into a 
Microsoft Word file and a simply obtain thereadability estimate.
34
 
Furthermore, Flesch formed the formula as follow: 
Score = 206.835 – (1.015 x ASL) – (84.6 x ASW) 
Where: 
Score: Position on a scale of 0 – 100. 
ASL: Average Sentence Length (the number of words divided by the 
numbers of sentences) 
ASW: Average Number of Syllables per word (the number of syllables 
divided by the number of words) It calculated reading ease on a scale from 
1 to 100, with the range of 0 – 29 being “very difficult”, 30 – 49 being 
“difficult”, 50 – 59  being “fairly difficult”, 60 – 69 being “standard”, 70 – 
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79 being “fairly easy”, 80 – 89 being “easy” and 90 – 100 being “very 




Reading Ease Scale of the Flesch Formula 
Score Difficult Level Reading Grade 
0 – 29 Very difficult College graduate 
30 – 49 Difficult 13th to 16th grade (college) 
50 – 59 Fairly difficult 10th to 12th grade 
60 – 69 Standard 8th to 9th grade 
70 – 79 Fairly easy 7th grade 
80 – 89 Easy 6th grade 
90 – 100 Very easy 5th grade 
 
b. Flesch Kincaid Grade level Formula 
The Flesch Kincaid Grade level formula translated the 0-100 to a 
grade level, making it easier for teachers, parents, librarians, and other to 
judge readability level of various books and texts. It could also meant the 
number of years of education generally required to understand this text. 
The grade level was calculated with the following formula: 
FKGL = (0.39 X ASL) + (11.8 X ASW) – 15.59 
Where: 
ASL: Average Sentence Length (the number of words divided by the 
numbers of sentences) 
ASW: Average Number of Syllables per word (the number of syllables 
divided by the number of words). 







The result was a number that corresponded with a grade level. For 
example, a score of 8.2 would indicate that the text is expected to be 
understandable by an average student in 8th grade (usually around the ages 
12-14 in Indonesia). 
c. SMOG Formula 
Harry McLaughlin developed the SMOG (Simple Measure of 
Gobbledygook) Readability Formula in 1969 through an article, 
SMOGGrading – A New Readability Formula in the Journal of Reading. 
It is a tool designed to estimate the readability level of the texts by taking 
the sample of word and sentence length.
36
 The SMOG examines 10 
consecutive sentencesfrom the beginning, middle and end of the text.23 
Here were the steps inanalyzing readability using SMOG formula: 
1. Count 10 sentences in a row near the beginning, 10 in the middle and 10 
in the end for a total of 30 sentences. 
2. In the 30 selected sentences, count every word of three or more syllables 
in each group of sentences, even if the same word appears more than 
once. 
3. Calculate the square root of the number arrived at in Step 3 and round it 
off to nearest 10. 
4. Estimate the square root of the number of polysyllabicnwords 
counted.This is done by taking the square root of the nearest perfect 
square. Forexample, if the count is 95, the nearest perfect square is 100, 
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which yieldsa square root of 10. If the count lies roughly between two 
perfect squares,choose the lower number. For instance, if the count is 
110, take the squareroot of 100 rather than 121. 
5. Add 3 to the approximate square root. This gives the SMOG grade.24 
The conversion table of SMOG formula is stated in table 2.2: 
Table 3 
SMOG Conversion Table 

















d. Fry Readability Graph 
In 1968, Fry published a succinct graph and directions for use 
toestimate the readability of reading materials. Fry created the graph 
whileteaching reading in Uganda.37Fry readability graph is developed by 
Burns,Roe and Ross in 2006. He claimed did not require the use of long 
vocabularyand mathematical computations. He explained that Fry‟s Graph 
has its ownadvantage. By using a chart, the teacher could write down his 
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own criteria.The procedure involved counting the number of sentences and 
syllables ineach hundred word samples and plotting on the graph the 
average number ofsyllables per hundred words.  
The following were the directions for computing Fry‟s Formula: 
1. Select three 100-word passages from near the beginning, middle and 
endof the book. 
2. Count the total number of sentences in each 100-word passage, 
estimatingto the nearest tenth of a sentence. Average these three 
numbers. 
3. Count the total number of syllables in each 100-word sample and 
average them for the three samples. 
4. Plot on graph the average number of sentences per 100 words.The 
example of fry graph is shown as below: 
 
b. Cloze Test 
Taylor in 1953 of the university Illinois‟ published “Cloze 
Procedures: Tool for measuring readability. The readability level also 
could be estimated by cloze procedure test. Cloze procedure text was a 
readability test which used the students‟ ability in comprehending the text. 





they related to one another. He proposed using deletion tests called Cloze 
tests for measuring an individual‟ understanding of a text.38In addition, it 
was a test constructed by deleting words from a selection and requiring 
students to fill in the blanks. The deleted words could be at random or 
mechanical procedure (every “n” word) where “n” is usually a number 5 or 
above. A cloze test used a text with regularly deleted words (usually every 
fifth word) and required the subjects to fill in the blanks. The percentage 
of words correctly entered was the Cloze score. The lower score‟s, the 
more difficult text. Because even advanced readers could not correctly 
complete more than 65% of the deleted words correctly in a simple text, 
texts for assisted reading require a cloze score of 35% or more. Bellow the 
table of judgments of cloze procedure test score:  
Table 4 
Cloze Procedure Test Score 
Score Judgement Percentage of the 
correct answers 
Independent Level Over 53% 
Instructional Level 44%-53% 
Frustational Level Up to 44% 
 
As a final point, the researcher will be concern to statistical 
readability formula that is Flesch Reading Ease Formula to analyze the 
reading texts that are available in the textbook English on sky 2 Kurikulum 
2013 Revisi Published by Erlangga to find out the readability level. 
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